EPILOGUE

settle the affair by the use of the Regular Army. This also
failed. In conclusion a treaty was drawn up whereby England
admitted the right to self-government in Ireland, with the
exception of six counties in the north-east. The frontier of
these was so drawn that, for the moment at least, there should
be a majority of Protestants within it, but that as large a number
of Catholics as possible should be separated from the rest of
Ireland. Of the six counties two, Fermanagh and Tyrone, had
a Catholic and Nationalist majority. The frontier was left
vaguely subject to a revision which has never taken place.
After ten years the Irish Government refused to continue the
payment of annuities for the repurchase of Irish land, until an
independent arbitrator should have given the case against them,
advancing the plea that the obligation should be regarded as
part of the English National Debt which had been disassoci-
ated from Ireland by the treaty. The English Government
retaliated by levying heavy duties on Irish trade. At the
moment of writing (mid-1934) the quarrel is still proceeding.
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